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Introduction 
 
PennDOT partnered with Penn State’s Thomas D. Larson Pennsylvania Transportation 
Institute (The Larson Institute) to host an Innovations and New Technology Day at the 
Institute’s test track facility on June 4, 2013.  This event coincided with and served as the 
beginning of PennDOT’s annual Maintenance Executive Development Program (MEDP) 
Conference being held in State College, PA from June 4, 2013 through June 6, 2013.  
This Innovations and New Technology Day brought together vendors to display, and in 
certain cases, demonstrate, products and services associated with roadway and bridge 
rehabilitation. 
 
PennDOT occasionally held this vendor event with the MEDP Conference; however, it 
was on a much smaller scale and typically, was conducted in the Ramada Inn’s parking 
lot in State College.  The Larson Institute’s test track facility was very conducive to this 
event, especially on a much larger scale, due to its open space, location and accessibility. 
There was more than adequate space for parking, vendor displays/demonstrations, and 
support facilities. 
 

 
Aerial View of Test Track Facility at the Larson Institute. 

 
PennDOT issued Work Order (WO) 5 to Penn State/The Larson Institute for this event, 
as part of the master agreement between both parties.     
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Event Planning 
 
Planning for this Innovations and New Technology Day with the Larson Institute 
commenced in February 2013.  A kick-off meeting was held at the Institute’s offices with 
representatives from both PennDOT and the Institute.  Mr. Jeffrey Mitchell from 
PennDOT had assembled a very detailed list of potential vendors that intended to exhibit 
at the event.  Aside from the vendors’ names and contact info, this list described each 
vendor’s services, preliminary space requirements for their product displays, special 
needs, and if they intended to demonstrate their products and/or services.  These vendors 
were subsequently contacted by both PennDOT and The Larson Institute to confirm their 
participation and address any special requirements (electrical hookups, water, space 
needs, etc.).  During the planning phase, a few vendors elected not to participate, a few 
vendors were added, and some elected not to perform a demonstration.  Some vendors 
had equipment and/or products shipped to The Larson Institute test track in advance.  A 
few pieces of equipment arrived at the test track without prior approval from the Institute. 
 
Meetings or teleconferences were conducted between PennDOT and The Larson Institute 
as required during the planning stage.  the Institute also attended the monthly MEDP 
meetings being conducted in State College to provide an update to the MEDP Committee 
and to solicit input from them.   
 
The Larson Institute was responsible to provide the following: 
 

• Lunch and refreshments during the event for PennDOT personnel.  The cost of 
this food and refreshments were paid for by PennDOT as part of the work order 
issued to the Larson Institute.     

• Bus transportation for PennDOT personnel to and from the Institute’s test track to 
the Ramada Inn. 

• Electrical generator for power to those vendors requesting it. 
• A tent capable of holding approximately 200 PennDOT personnel for lunch, 

refreshments and meetings. 
• Portable restroom facilities (one standard and one handicapped facility provided). 
• Vendor space layout and location assignments at the track. 
• A map detailing the vendor locations (small and large scales) for use by all 

attendees. 
• Directional and traffic control signage. 
• Staff, as needed, for receiving vendor registrations, handling “day of” 

registrations, distributing lunch and refreshments, traffic and parking control, 
coordination with vendors prior to and during event, etc.  

• Photographing all vendors, taking general photographs of the event and preparing 
a photographic summary with vendor name, products/services, etc. 

• Videotaping demonstrations by certain vendors and preparing a DVD of these 
presentations for PennDOT’s use and uploading to PennDOT’s ftp site.  The 
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Larson Institute employed the services of Penn State’s PBS channel, WPSU, to 
assist with this task. 

• Overall event coordination. 
 
The Larson Institute also rented an all-purpose vehicle for Institute staff to conveniently 
travel around the test track the day before and day of the event. 
 
PennDOT prepared and issued official invitations to the vendors, other PennDOT 
personnel not involved with the MEDP conference, and to Pennsylvania counties and 
municipalities within a certain mile radius of State College.  The Larson Institute 
received and cataloged the vendor registrations.  
 
Vendors were able to register/participate in the event free of charge.  They were also able 
to take advantage of lunch and refreshments by paying $16.00 per person, in advance, to 
the Institute prior to event day.  The Institute also had available on event day bottled 
water at the cost of $1.00 each. 
 
Approximately 54 vendors participated and there was a total of 87 vendor personnel/other 
attendees registered for the event.   
 
The Larson Institute prepared meal and refreshment tickets (one food; five beverages) to 
be used by PennDOT personnel and those vendors/attendees who paid for lunch and 
refreshments.   
 
Approximately 11 demonstrations were registered to be videotaped.  It was decided to 
videotape these demonstrations the day prior to the event because the number of 
PennDOT personnel attending the event, approximately 200, was not conducive for 
vendors to do multiple demonstrations or for the attendees to adequately see the 
demonstrations.  Additionally, a few more demonstrations were able to be videotaped 
either the day before or day of the event.  
 
Vendors were cautioned on numerous occasions that any damage to the Institute’s test 
track would be repaired to equal or better condition prior to the damage and the costs of 
same would be the responsibility of the vendor causing the damage.    

Day Before the Event 
 
Larson Institute staff was at the test track on Monday, June 3, 2013, to welcome early 
arrival vendors, to accept delivery of the electrical generator, large event tent and 
portable restrooms, and to videotape previously scheduled vendor demonstrations. 
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Some vendors rented tents for their spaces from local tent suppliers and other vendors 
supplied their own tents and/or portable generators.  These vendor tents were also set up 
on this day.     

Event Day 
 
The Innovations and New Technology Day was held on Tuesday, June 4, 2013, from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 
Vendors started to arrive at the test track around 8:00 a.m.  Vendors who did not set up 
their displays the day prior were instructed on their space location, parking arrangements 
and registration requirements. 
 
Event participants started to arrive around 8:45 a.m.  Everyone was instructed on where 
to park and then to proceed to the registration area.  Participants signed in, completed a 
Larson Institute waiver for visiting the test track, and given food and refreshment tickets 
(if pre-purchased) and a small scale map depicting the exhibit layout and list of 
vendors/space assignments. 
 
 

 
Example Vendor Setup (Lane Enterprises). 
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PennDOT had prepared for its personnel’s use a small booklet with individual pages 
showing vendor information and an adjacent page to write comments associated with 
each vendor and demonstration, as applicable. 
 
PennDOT MEDP participants were picked up at the Ramada Inn at 9:15 a.m. by Penn 
State buses.  They arrived at the test track at approximately 10:00 a.m.  The buses then 
transported the MEDP participants back to the Ramada Inn around 4:00 p.m. 
 
Penn State security patrolled the event and served as the first point of contact for 
emergency response.  The event did not require an ambulance and/or medical personnel 
to be stationed at the event.        
 
Penn State did not allow purses, backpacks, briefcases, etc. to be carried into the vendor 
area.  
 

 
Vendor Demonstration (Midland Asphalt). 

 
Lunch for PennDOT MEDP participants started around 11:30 a.m. and was conducted in 
three shifts to accommodate the large number of attendees.  Others were able to partake 
in lunch as their schedule permitted.  The use of the food/refreshment tickets and food 
distribution seemed to go well.  Everyone seemed to like the lunch catered by Harrison’s.    
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Overall, the event went very well.  Everyone seemed pleased and glad they attended the 
event.  Plus, the weather cooperated!  Some vendors commented that this was the best 
event of this type they have attended. 
 

 
Vendor Setup Area for Large Equipment. 

PennDOT Survey Results 
 
PennDOT requested its MEDP participants to complete a survey form upon conclusion of 
the event.  Subsequently, the survey comments were summarized by PennDOT in 
spreadsheet format.  Following is a list of the major survey comments: 
 

• Invite more attendees from the PennDOT Districts and Pennsylvania Counties; 
• Would have liked to see the demonstrations; 
• Good innovations; 
• Would like more time to visit the vendors; 
• The day was too long; 
• Liked the test track venue. 
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Recommendations 
 
Subsequent to the event, Larson Institute staff held a debriefing to discuss the event.  
Representatives from PennDOT and The Larson Institute also conducted a debriefing 
meeting on July 31, 2013.  The Minutes of this joint meeting are included in the 
Appendix to this report.  The following recommendations resulted from these meetings: 
 

1. Possibly the Larson Institute can handle all of the event logistics, similar to what 
the Institute does for the annual transportation conference in December. 

2. More Institute staff is required for the event day to assist with logistics, 
registration, parking, etc. 

3. Possibly have vendors arrive the day before at a scheduled time. 
4. Send pre-registration information (Institute test track waiver, etc.) out to vendors 

and other potential registrants prior to the event. 
5. Provide additional restroom facilities in the vendor area. 
6. Provide beverages in the vendor area, possibly on the honor system. 
7. Possibly charge a slight registration fee, then everyone who registers will get a 

lunch.  Maybe charge a more substantial registration fee? 
8. Charge a general registration fee to the vendors. 
9. Provide a separate registration tent. 
10. Improve registration logistics.  Everyone must stop by registration to sign-in, even 

if preregistered, including vendors. 
11. Provide two-way radios for staff to use at the event to assist with communication. 
12. Sort preregistered attendees by last name for ease of check-in. 
13. Companies who register should provide a listing of employees who will attend the 

event. 
14. The large-scale vendor map and list of vendors is not required. 
15. A three-sided event tent would be preferred to reduce windy conditions within the 

tent. 
16. Vendor equipment cannot arrive at the test track until the day before the event, 

unless approved prior by the Larson Institute. 
17. The Institute’s bus testing could impact event in the future. 
18. Reduce the number of beverages.  Originally, five beverages were allocated to 

each food/beverage ticket holder. 
19. Provide some lunches without mayonnaise.  
20. Send out invitations statewide and broadcast the event earlier.  
21. Issue the press release earlier. 
22. Inform more Penn State Operations and Physical Plant (OPP) personnel about the 

event and even other colleges within the university (e.g. Agriculture) that might 
benefit from this event. 

23. Reassess location for some of the vendors positioned on the narrow end of the 
track.  They seemed to be out of the mainstream.  

24. Develop (by either The Larson Institute or PennDOT) an event website where 
event forms can be accessed, registrations can be accepted, etc. 
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25. Provide a list of suppliers, tent vendors, lodging, etc. to registered vendors. 
 

Vendor Display Area. 

Conclusions 
 
It is the opinion of the Larson Institute that the 2013 PennDOT Innovations and New 
Technology Day, conducted on June 4, 2013, as part of the annual PennDOT MEDP 
Conference, went very well for a first-time event of this magnitude.  Problems were 
minimal and were dealt with quickly.  The Larson Institute would welcome the 
opportunity to partner again with PennDOT to host this event in the future.  It is 
suggested that the recommendations presented in this report be seriously considered and 
those with merit be implemented. 
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APPENDICES 
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PennDOT Innovations and New Technology Day 

In partnership with the Thomas D. Larson Pennsylvania Transportation Institute at Penn State 
Tuesday, June 4, 2013 

9AM to 5PM 
 
 

PennDOT will be hosting an Innovations and New Technology Day in partnership with the Thomas D. Larson 
Pennsylvania Transportation Institute at Penn State.   This will be a one day event, held outside at the Larson 
Institute Test Track near the University Park Airport.  Please dress appropriately based on weather conditions. 
 
The day will include approximately 50 different vendors.   Some will be performing demonstrations of their 
products which will allow attendees to see the final results to better help in their decision making process.  
Items such as surface treatment techniques, construction materials, equipment, safety products and other 
items will be on display and vendors present to discuss your needs. 
 
There is no fee to attend and this event is open to local municipalities.  Lunch and refreshments will be 
available onsite, but must be prepaid. All participants must pre-register by Friday, May 24th  in order to 
attend.  For more information, please contact Lisa O’Hara at (814) 865-1893, or at lao3@psu.edu. 
 
 
 
 

Larson Institute Test Track – 164 Test Track Road, Bellefonte, PA 
http://www.pti.psu.edu/TestTrackDrivingDirections 

 
 
Municipality Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

Attendee Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Lunch/Refreshments:    No      Yes   (if yes, enclose check payable to Penn State for $16.00) 

Please return to: Larson Transportation Institute, 
201 Transportation Research Building 
University Park, PA 16802 

If no payment, return via fax at (814) 863-3707 

All registrations must be received by Friday, May 24, 2013. 

  

http://www.pti.psu.edu/TestTrackDrivingDirections


PennDOT Innovations and New Technology Day Participants 
Vendor Name Product / Service Provided 
Alamo Industrial Industrial mowing equipment 
American Flatliner Profile milling 
AP/M Permaform CentriPipe, piple lining 
Asphalt Maintenance Solutions, LLC Single Size Cubical Aggregate Chip Seal Demo 
Asphalt Maintenance Solutions, LLC Gap Graded Micro-Surfacing Demo 
Beth's Barricades Various traffic control products, including steel barrier 
CANTOL USA INC Rust and Corrosion Treatment 

CERATECH, INC. Pavemend rapid, permanent repair materials  
CRAFCO Inc Road maintenance equipment demo and materials 
DBI Services Highway Infrastructure Maintenance 
Dura-Sales  Dura-Hold and Dura-Hold II retaining wall blocks  
EMSEAL JOINT SYSTEMS  Watertight Expansion Joints for Bridges 
Ennis-Flint Preformed Thermoplastic Pavement Markings 
Ergon Asphalt and Emulsion Emulsion and cutback manufacturer 
Gallagher Asphalt, Hot in Place Recycling Heater Scarification Demo 
GVM INC. Liquid application snow and ice equipment. 
Hammaker East Ltd. Grip Tight Fog Seal Demo 
Highway Equipment Company Winter road maintenance products. 
Horizon Signal Technologies, Inc Temporary Pedestal Traffic Signals 
Impact Recovery Systems Traffic Separator System 
Intellistrobe Safety Systems Automated Flagger Assistance Devices 
J&J Truck Bodies and Trailers Various Equipment Display 
Kueper North America LLC Snow plow blade manufacturer/distributor 
Lane Enterprises, Inc. Aluminum Structural Plate Culverts 
LimnTech Scientific Inc GPS-based machine vision systems for the roadway marking industry 
Midland Asphalt FiberMat Sealcoat Demo 

Milliken & Company Concrete Cloth 
Pennsylvania Correctional Industries Various Product Display  
Pexco / Davidson Traffic Control Products Various traffic control products, including deleaition devices 
Plastic Safety Systems, Inc. RoadQuake2 Temporary Portable Rumble Strip 
Protection Services Inc  SCI Attenuator and Sled Impact Attenuator 
QPR - Quality Pavement Repair QPR - Cold Patch 
Rohmac Inc. Microtraxx radio remote control culvert cleaning equipment 
Staar Distributing Concrete repair and preservation-SPG Go Gree/IMCO products 
Stephenson Equipment, Inc. Various Equipment Display 
Stewart and Tate Fiber Microsurfacing Demo 
Traffix Devices, Inc. Traffic control devices and attenuators 
Unipart Dorman/Dicke Safety Products  Wireless Sequential LED Warning Lights for work zone tapers  
Unique Paving Materials, Corp High performance pavement maintenance products  
URETEK USA Soil stabilization and subgrade improvements  
Valk Nabyfacturing Co Manufacturer of snowplows and cutting edges 
Walsh Equipment Various Equipment Display 
Whelen Engineering Company, Inc.  Professional Lighting Equipment 
Winter Equipment Company  Snow Plow Blade Systems Services 



 
 

PennDOT Innovations and New Technology Day 
In partnership with the Thomas D. Larson Pennsylvania Transportation Institute at Penn State 

Tuesday, June 4, 2013 
9AM to 5PM 

 

PennDOT will be hosting an Innovations and New Technology Day in partnership with the Thomas D. Larson 
Pennsylvania Transportation Institute at Penn State.   You expressed interest in attending.  Please allow this to 
serve as your confirmation for this event.  You will be personally contacted in the coming days to discuss your 
logistics and personal needs. 
 

There is no fee to attend this event for either the vendors or participants.  All participants must pre-register 
and this listing will be provided to each vendor in your welcome package.  If your company is interested in 
lunch, there is a $16.00 fee per person.  Payment is due by May 24, 2013. 
 

Schedule of Event: 
• Monday, June 3rd: 

o 7AM Grounds Open for Vendors 
o Afternoon Schedule (time to be announced) – Video of Surface Application Treatments 

• Tuesday, June 4th: 
o 7AM Grounds Open for Vendors Preparations 
o 9 AM Grounds Open for Participants 
o 10 AM Formal PennDOT Demonstrations/Program Begins 
o 5PM Grounds close to participants 
o 7PM Grounds Close for Vendors 
o 7PM Informal Closeout with PennDOT participants @ Ramada Inn and Conference Center (if interested) 

• Wednesday, June 5th 
o 7AM to 3PM Grounds open for Vendor cleanup (if needed) 

 
Directions to Test Track:  
Larson Institute Test Track – 164 Test Track Road, Bellefonte, PA 
http://www.pti.psu.edu/TestTrackDrivingDirections 
 

Enclosed with this document is the current information supplied by your company for write up into the days 
program.  Please review this document for verification.  If you have any changes, please be prepared to discuss 
them when you are contacted. 
 
 

Vendor Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Attendee Name(s): ______________________________________________________________ 

Lunch:    No      Yes   (if yes, enclose check payable to Penn State for $16.00 per meal)  

Please return to: 
Larson Transportation Institute, 
ATTN:  Lisa A. O’Hara 
201 Transportation Research Building 
University Park, PA 16802 

If no payment, return via fax at: (814) 863-3707 

All meal payments must be received by Friday, May 24, 2013. 

http://www.pti.psu.edu/TestTrackDrivingDirections


Vendor Name Product / Service Provided Location

Alamo Industrial Industrial mowing equipment 1
American Flatliner Profile mill ing 27
AP/M Permaform CentriPipe, pipe l ining 26
Asphalt Maintenance 
Solutions, LLC Single Size Cubical Aggregate Chip Seal 2

Beth's Barricades Various traffic control products, including 
steel barrier 10

CANTOL USA INC Rust and Corrosion Treatment 24
CERATECH, INC. Pavement rapid, permanent repair materials 50

CRAFCO Inc
Road maintenance equipment demo and 
materials 37

DBI Services Highway Infrastructure Maintenance 6

Dura-Sales
 Dura-Hold and Dura-Hold II Retaining Wall 
Blocks 35

EMSEAL JOINT SYSTEMS Watertight Expansion Joints for Bridges 23

Ennis-Flint Preformed Thermoplastic Pavement Markings
46

Ergon Asphalt and 
Emulsion

Emulsion and Cutback Manufacturer 36
FHWA SGR Retaining Wall Display Tent
Gallagher Asphalt, Hot 
in Place Recycling

Heater Scarification Demo
19

GVM INC. Liquid Application Snow and Ice Equipment. 4
Hammaker East Ltd. Grip Tight Fog Seal 14
Hartman Products, LP The Hartman Endwall 54
Highway Equipment 
Company Winter Road Maintenance Products.

16
Horizon Signal 
Technologies, Inc

Temporary Pedestal Traffic Signals 22
Impact Recovery 
Systems

Traffic Separator System
11

Intell istrobe Safety 
Systems Automated Flagger Assistance Devices 21
J&J Turck Bodies and 
Trailers Various Equipment Display 29
Kueper North America 
LLC

Snow Plow Blade Manufacturer/Distributor
18

Lane Enterprises, Inc. Aluminum Structural Plate Culverts 20
Larson Transportation 
Institute

Various Displays

LimnTech Scientific Inc GPS-based Machine Vision Systems for the 
Roadway Marking Industry 38

Midland Asphalt FiberMat Sealcoat Demo 3
Mill iken & Company Concrete Cloth 47
MJR Equipment Snow and Ice Control Products 53
National Slag 
Association (NSA)

Pavement Marking Material 52
PennDOT Municipal Services 42
PennDOT Bridge Inspection Bridge
PennDOT LTAP - Transportation Topics 49

PennDOT Geosynthetic Reinforced Soil  Integerated 
Bridge System (GRS-IBS) Model 48

PennDOT Equipment Displays 43
PA Turnpike Equipment Displays 41
Pennsylvania 
Correctional Industries Various Product Displays 12
Pexco / Davidson Traffic 
Control Products

Various Traffic Control Products, Including 
Delineation Devices 8

PIBH Various Product Displays 15
Plastic Safety Systems, 
Inc.

RoadQuake2 Temporary Portable Rumble Strip 39

Potters Industries LLC Slag Aggregate Anti-Skid 51
Protection Services Inc SCI Attenuator and Sled Impact Attenuator 31
QPR - Quality Pavement 
Repair

QPR - Cold Patch 17

Rohmac Inc. Microtraxx Radio Remote Control Culvert 
Cleaning Equipment 5

Staar Distributing
Concrete Repair and Preservation-SPG Go 
Green/IMCO products 28

Stephenson Equipment, 
Inc.

Various Equipment Displays 32

Traffix Devices, Inc. Traffic Control Devices and Attenuators 25
Unipart Dorman/Dicke 
Safety Products 

Wireless Sequential LED Warning Lights for 
Work Zone Tapers 9

Unique Paving 
Materials, Corp

High Performance Pavement Maintenance 
Products 40

URETEK USA Soil Stabil ization and Subgrade Improvements 33

Valk Nabyfacturing Co Manufacturer of Snowplows and Cutting Edges 45
Walsh Equipment Various Equipment Displays 34
Whelen Engineering 
Company, Inc. 

Professional Lighting Equipment 30
Winter Equipment 
Company 

Snow Plow Blade Systems Services 7





 

 

 
 

 
The Larson Institute Test Track Policies  
Participant Signature Form 

 
As a visitor to The Thomas D. Larson Pennsylvania Transportation Institute’s Test Track, you 
are required to adhere to the policies that have been established to provide the maximum safety 
for you during your visit. 
 

1. Everyone arriving at the The Larson Institute Test Track must sign in at the Expo 
registration desk.  This is required step each time you visit the test track. 

2. All private vehicles will be parked in the parking area in the designated area.   
3. Participant’s demonstration vehicles will be permitted on the test track ONLY at the 

assigned time or upon the direction of a member of The Larson Institute’s team.  
Participant’s vehicles are permitted ONLY after proof of insurance is provided. 

4. The speed limit is 25 mph at all locations on the test track property unless directed 
otherwise.  When driving on the test track, remember that buses have priority over all 
other vehicles—yield the right-of-way. 

5. Spectators must remain in the areas designated for the vendor Expo only.   
6. All participants are expected to follow the directions of The Larson Institute personnel 

to ensure everyone’s safety. 
7. All vendors must provide a certificate of insurance. 
8. Any damage caused by vendors will be the responsibility of the vendor to repair or 

replace any area of the track that is damaged by them or by their representatives. 
 

 
DISCLAIMER:  As a participant of the 2013 PennDOT Innovations and New Technology Day, I 
hereby for myself, my heirs, and person representative, assume any and all risks which might be 
associated with the event.  I further waive, release in covenant not to sue The Pennsylvania State 
University; the Thomas D. Larson Pennsylvania Transportation Institute, its faculty, staff, or 
students; or other representatives or successors of the above-named any assigns for any injuries 
or damages of any kind whatsoever suffered as a result of taking part in this event. 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
By completing the information below, I am indicating that I have read and will adhere to the 
above policies during my visit to the Thomas D. Larson Pennsylvania Transportation Institute 
Test Track.  Only individuals who have read and completed this form will be allowed beyond the 
parking area. 
 
Name:  

 

Affiliation: 
 

 

Email Address: Phone Number: 
 
 

 
YOU ARE PARTICIPATING AT YOUR OWN RISK! 

 
DISCLAIMER:  As a participant of the 2013PennDOT Innovations and New Technology Day, I 
hereby for myself, my heirs, and person representative, assume any and all risks which might be 
associated with the event.  I further waive, release in covenant not to sue The Pennsylvania State 
University; the Thomas D. Larson Pennsylvania Transportation Institute, its faculty, staff, or 
students; or other representatives or successors of the above-named any assigns for any injuries 
or damages of any kind whatsoever suffered as a result of taking part in this event. 
 
Signature: Date: 

 



DEBRIEFING MEETING MINUTES 
 

2013 PennDOT Innovations and New Technology Day 
 

July 31, 2013 
 
 

ATTENDEES: 
 
Name  Representing  
 
Sean Oldfield  PennDOT 
Jeffrey Mitchell  PennDOT 
Kenita Honesty  PennDOT   
Thomas J. Skibinski, PE   The Larson Institute 
Janice Dauber  The Larson Institute  
 
 
OBJECTIVE: 
 
To conduct a debriefing meeting on the planning and event day activities for the 2013 PennDOT 
Innovations and New Technology Day conducted at The Larson Institute’s test track facility on June 4, 
2013.  Prior to this meeting, The Larson Institute issued a “Draft” Task Memorandum on its activities 
associated with the event. 
 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
  
1. The Larson Institute transmitted to PennDOT a flash drive containing photos of the event and 

videos of the demonstrations.  Final photos and videos will be provided to PennDOT upon The 
Larson Institute’s addressing any review comments. 

2. Mr. Mitchell said initial thinking from his MEDP Committee is that this event should be conducted 
every four to five years. 

3. Mr. Oldfield said it is important that LTAP and Municipal Services get notices out to their groups 
timely.  Maybe the vendors could assist with a list of invitees.  PennDOT needs to review their 
internal invitee process. 

4. The Larson Institute received good feedback from the vendors. 
5. Mr. Oldfield asked if PennDOT should only focus on approved vendors.  Mr. Mitchell said not 

necessarily. 
6 A discussion ensued on the event lunch.  Following are various comments regarding lunch: 

• Maybe provide condiments on the side. 
• Confusion with PennDOT personnel on what lunch shift to go to – maybe color code the lunch 

tickets to coincide with a lunch time. 
• Possibly charge a vendor registration fee (i.e. $100.00), which would include five (5) lunches for 

the vendors. 
• Maybe bring in concessionaires for vendors and other attendees aside from PennDOT. 
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7. Mr. Oldfield will provide a sample report cover for The Larson Institute to utilize on the final 

report. 
8. Everyone must go through a central registration location.  Not everyone did so.  Ms. Dauber 

indicated that most of the test track waivers were executed.  Possibly, use PSU trailers (e.g. like the 
ones at Beaver Stadium) for the registration booth. 

9. The attendees reviewed a few of the vendor videos.  The following comments were made: 
• Mr. Oldfield suggested putting the vendor contact information, in addition to the vendor’s 

website, on the last slate.  He also suggested indicating the name and contact info for the 
person doing the demonstration. Mr. Skibinski said that putting the specific person’s name on 
the slate was discussed among The Institute’s staff and it was decided to not list it in case that 
person leaves the company.  Mr. Oldfield thought it would still be acceptable. 

• It was suggested to include both PennDOT’s and The Larson Institute’s logos on both the 
beginning and ending slates. 

• Mr. Oldfield asked if a watermark could be inserted into the videos so they cannot be used by the 
vendors as promotional material.  A copyright should be added to the videos too.  The Larson 
Institute will discuss these requests with WPSU.   

• Mr. Mitchell said that the plan is to upload all vendor videos onto the PennDOT ftp site. 
• Maybe add a photo of the test track to the opening slate and also depict the date of June 4, 2013.     

10. Mr. Skibinski will review Mr. Mitchel’s summary of the PennDOT comments on the event day 
and possibly input some of the information into The Institute’s report. 

11. The final report will contain a list of vendors, the track layout map and other documents sent to 
vendors, municipalities, etc.  

12. The Larson Institute will develop a second report draft and issue it for comments.  Subsequently, 
The Institute will issue a final report when the draft is approved by PennDOT.  

 
 
Please notify the writer within three (3) working days of receipt of these minutes of any additions, 
deletions and/or omissions.  Otherwise, these meeting minutes shall stand as written. 
 

                                                                   
These minutes were prepared by:         Thomas J. Skibinski, PE 
 
TJS/tjs 
 
Cc: All Attendees 

Michael Casper 
Lisa O’Hara 
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